REMINISCENCES

secretary constantly employed/ the dissatisfied bishop
observed. My friend's comment on the observation was
that the work could not be very hard which could be
fully accomplished by a single secretary, for, as he said
to me,' I keep three secretaries constantly going, and I
never can get abreast of my work.' Parnell had only
one secretary, and had work enough imposed on him
to keep half a dozen secretaries in constant employ-
ment. It is no wonder, then, if he found it physi-
cally impossible to answer, within any reasonable time,
half the pressing applications which poured in upon
him every day. Then, he was frequently summoned
away to undertake work which some of his friends
thought might be productive of good results to the
National cause of Ireland, but which were quite out-
side the field of our ordinary political operations.
Let me give one example of the sort of extra duty
which was thus occasionally imposed upon him. Dur-
ing the earlier part of his Parliamentary struggle
some of his friends thought that much good effect
might be wrought on the public opinion of the world
if he were to obtain some sympathetic declarations
from eminent men in France in recognition of the
Irish claim for national self-government. Parnell, after
some consideration, adopted the suggestion, and ac-
companied by his friend and colleague, James 0'Kelly,
who had served as a volunteer with the French Army
in the war of 1870, he went over to Paris in order to
obtain some public expressions of sympathy with the
Irish cause. I quote a letter which I received from
him during his visit to Paris, a letter which, while its
publication now can cause no controversy, will illus-
trate effectively enough the varied kind of work Parnell
had often to undertake.
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